
HUL head to 
stay course 

In an extensive inter­
view after one of the 

best quarters Hindustan 
Unilever Ltd has had in 
the last five years, chief 
executive Nitin Paranjpe 
discusses the segments 
the consumer products 
firm will grow, and how 
it will fight back against 
increased competition, 
rising inflation and soar­
ing costs. In March, 
Paranjpe took over from 
the company's first expa­
triate CEO in recent 
times and analysts have 
looked to him to restore 
a certain local flavour. 
But Paranjpe, buoyed by 
strong results, says re­
maining aligned in struc 
ture with the parent 
company, Unilever Pic, 
is the way to go and that 
his challenge will be to 
keep growth afloat. Sev­
eral food products are in 
testing stages, he added. 

"We have always main 
tained that we will strad­
dle the whole pyramid. 
We will always cater to 
every Indian consumer 
and thus, have a pres­
ence across every price 
point. We will have a 
large basket of products 
to suit every pocket and 
every taste," he said. 

For the rest of the 
interview, see Page 6 
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