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HUL Launches
‘Women in STEM
Fellowship’

Our Bureau

Bengaluru: FMCG major Hin-
dustan Unilever (HUL) on
Monday launched the HUL
Women in STEM (Science,
Technology., Engineering, and
Mathematics) Fellowship, de-
signed to support top women
scholars from leading Indian
institutes pursuing their
Ph.D., partnering with the In-
dian Institute of Science (IISc)
for its first year. The new batch
of five fellows will receive 210
lakh a year for five years as sti-
pend and for their expenses,
HUL’s executive director of
R&D Vibhav Sanzgiri told ET.
“We are benchmarking the
grant to the Prime Minister’'s
Research Fellowship (PMRF).
The fellows will be able to con-
nect with senior mentors from
Unilever and HUL's External
Ecosystem, given that often
women in STEM face challeng-
es around the lack of role mod-
els and mentorship,” he said.
The company would be ap-
proaching other institutes
from next year for the new
batch of fellows, although the
association with
IISc fellows
1 would continue.
HUL managing
' director Rohit
Jawa called the
The new fellowship a cat-
batchoffive 2alyst for trans-
fellows areto formative
receive 710 change, inspir-
lakh a year ing the next gen-
forfive years erationof top In-

as stipend dian women sci-

and fortheir entists, engi-

expenses neers, and
innovators.

“These fellows were chosen by
an independentselection panel
comprising academicians
from relevant departments at
1ISc. Applications were as-
sessed based on the criteria of
the research proposal, re-
search impact and academic
achievements,” he said.

The company announced the
first cadre of winners at an
event at parent company Uni-
lever’s R&D centre in Bengalu-
ru. The newly-minted fellows
— Amrapali Datta, Ananya
Sarkar, Rasmi Mohan T, Sonali
Tadge, and Tejaswini Somnath
— are all pursuing Ph.Ds from
IISc Bangalore in areas align-
ing with Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.

The event had a panel discus-
sion with eminent women in
STEM on the challenges wom-
en face in the field. The panel-
ists included former director
of ISRO VR Lalithambika, Pro-
fessor of Microbiology at Vel-
lore’s Christian Medical Col-
lege Gagandeep Kang, Dean of
Academics at International
Centre for Theoretical Scien-
tists Rama Govindrajan and
founder of the non-profit Arm-
man Aparna Hegde.
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