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I INTERVIEW HEIN SCHUMACHER
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, UNILEVER

‘Can Make the Elephant Dance by

Pulling Two Levers in India]

1 Coseesreturnof rural
growth, moderate
inflation; to stay with
mass+premium plan

sagar Malviya
& Chaitali Chakravarty

New Delhi: Unilever chief ex-
ecutive Hein Schumacher said
India was of “pivotal importan-
ce” to the Anglo-Dutch consu-
mer goods giant, adding that the
company sees rural growth re-
turning as well as moderate in-
flation and was cautious in its
short-term guidance.

“I want to be careful in overesti-

mating, you know, something ex-
traordinary intheshort term,” sa-
id Schumacher, who’sona two-we-
ek trip to India, Unilever’s second

biggest market after the US in
terms of revenue. “India is a story
that will be talked about for centu-
ries with what's happeningtoday.”

Themaker of Surf and Dove said
India's consumption is mimick-
ing global trends, especially that

of the US, where consumer confi- |

denceisback, butwageshavebeen
behind the rate of inflation, resul-
ting in lower savings.

“Interms of the growth potential
and in terms of where my atten-
tion is, India is of pivotal impor-

tance to Unilever, and we are abso- ‘

lutely unblinking in our support
togrow it,” said Schumacher.

‘Growth Not Going to be Linear’ »» 13

INDIAKEY

Interms of growth
potential and in terms of
where my attention is, India
is of pivotal importance to
Unilever,and we are
unblinking in our support to

growit...



Display: 3/3



